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Agenda
• Opening Prayer (Mark)

• Sharing Prayer Requests (David)

• May In-Person (David)

• The Model: Family Edition (David)

• Small Group Discussions 
• Large Group Discussion



Sharing Prayer Requests



May 21st at Riverview LLP

• 9:00AM: Session 

• 11:00AM: Tours 

• 12:00 PM: Lunch

May In-Person

6008 90th Ave NE 
Murdock, MN 56271

RSVPs will be sent out next week



Transferring Values, Not Just Wealth

Ben’s dad recently suffered a mild heart attack and Jerrid 
was reflecting on the one year anniversary of his mother's 
passing.

Legacy vs Inheritance

March 20, 2026 episode

• Inheritance is the money that your kids are going to spend. It’s a financial 
transaction that can happen in the blink of an eye.


• Legacy is your lasting impact on people, beginning with the people who will be 
sitting at the first two rows of your funeral. Legacy is personal and built over time 
(faith, values, character, work-ethic, your stories, etc…)



Transferring Values, Not Just Wealth

Ben’s dad recently suffered a mild heart attack and Jerrid 
was reflecting on the one year anniversary of his mother's 
passing.

Legacy vs Inheritance

March 20, 2026 episode

Who will be the people sitting in the front two rows at my funeral? 

Am I intentionally investing in their lives today? 



43 Kings
1 Samuel thru Malachi 4



8 Good Kings
1 Samuel thru Malachi 4



1 Good Father
1 Samuel thru Malachi 4



43 Kings
1 Samuel thru Malachi 4

They built their kingdoms 
but did not build their sons.



Purpose

Vision &

Goals

Areas of Focus

Projects

Actions
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Work, Personal, Family

Work, Personal, Family

Work, Personal, Family

Values

Kingdom Perspective
Birth Death Eternity



The Church 
The Family 

Civil Government



Why?

Our Sin The Enemy
Creation in 

Distress

Satan hates you and he hates your family.



Why?

Jesus died for you and he loves your family!

THE GOSPEL is the only story

Where the hero dies for the villain.



Why Vision?

“It’s better to be wise than strong; 
intelligence outranks muscle any day. 

Strategic planning is the key to warfare; 
to win, you need a lot of good counsel.  

Proverbs 24:5-6 (MSG)

“Hope is not a strategy.”  
Dr. Henry Cloud



The Model
Family Edition



My “Mr. Clean” phase

Faith-building years



I was successful here. I was failing here.

RECORD PROFIT IN 2012!



THE POWER 
OF A 
PRAYING WIFE







Isaiah 55:7 NLT

“Let the wicked change their ways and banish 
the very thought of doing wrong. Let them turn 
to the LORD that he may have mercy on them. 

Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive 
generously.”



“The isolation is a big factor in our marriage. 
Dave more often than not will shut me out until he 
can’t take it anymore. Then he would dump all of 
his anxiety, stress, depression on me as if it were 

all my problem to fix, as if I am somehow 
responsible for it all.”

Alison in a letter September 2012



THE OPPOSITE OF ADDICTION IS NOT SOBRIETY. 
THE OPPOSITE OF ADDICTION IS CONNECTION. 



Americans who 
attended church 
weekly rated their 
mental health as 
excellent, an 
increase of 4 
points from 2019 
to 2020.



September 22nd, 2012

“Live as people who are free.” 
1 Peter 2:15-16



Pastor Marlin in 2012

“God can supernaturally restore 
what the locusts have taken.”



When is  
the best time  

to plant a tree?



2013



2013

Transforming lives through servant leadership
as modeled by Jesus Christ



Dan Malmstrom



2013

I’m going to do this!



THREE PILLARS OF STRATEGY

CUSTOMER
WOW

INNOVATION

STEWARDSHIP

2018

2019

2020

NEXT  
5 YEAR 
 VISION

2015



Why do we exist?
How do we behave?
What do we do?
How will we succeed?
What is most important, right now?
Who must do what?

2015

“Could we 
try this in our 

home?”



We were planning vacations but not our life 



Where there is no vision, the people “run wild".  
Proverbs 29:18



Two years of books, courses  
and lots of trial and error.



We touch our phones an average of 2,617 a day.


We average 4-6 hours of screen time a day.


In 2000 the average attention span was 12 
seconds, today it is 8 seconds. (A goldfish has an 
attention span of 9 seconds.)

Hurry Sickness





Average time a dad 
spends actively 
engaged with his 
children is…
 < 5 minutes a day



IMAGINE YOU ARE 85 YEARS OLD AT A 
FAMILY GATHERING.



Branding Your Family

1.What words best describe our family? 

2.What is most important to our family? 

3.What are our strengths as a family? 

4.What sayings best capture our family?



Weekly Family Meetings

1.What went well in our family this week?

2.What went wrong in our family this week?

3.What will we work on this coming week?



Family Meals

Children who eat dinner with their family are 
less likely to drink, smoke, do drugs, get 
pregnant, develop eating disorders or 
commit suicide. They also have larger 
vocabularies, better manners, healthier diets 
and higher self-esteem.



“Do You Know” scale

• Do you know where your grandparents grew up?

• Do you know where your mom and dad went to high 

school?

• Do you know where your parents met?

• Do you know of an illness or something really terrible 

that happened in your family?

• Do you know what went on when you were being born?



Three family narratives

1.Ascending - we started from nothing to get to 
where we are today…


2.Descending - we used to have it all then we 
lost everything…


3.Oscillating - our family history is full of stories 
of successes and failures…



Grandparents

• The “ace in the hole” of humanity

• More aware of mortality = intentional

• Bring a “fun factor” 🥳



“Forgive me for saying this, but our culture has 
made most of us into a bunch of pansies, 
unwilling to make sacrifices for the things we 
claim that we believe. 

We can go with the flow…or choose to stand. 
We may look silly at first.  
We certainly won’t look like everybody else. 

God is calling us. Who among you is ready to 
fight for your family?”



“In an interdependent family, everyone 
is looking inside the family to get their 
needs met. 

In an independent family, they all 
stand in a circle holding hands but 
they’re facing out. Each person is 
focused on their own individual 
identity. Each one is looking outside 
the family to get their needs met.”



“Teenagers rarely rebel 
against authority—they 
rebel against lack of 
relationship… Rebellion is 
the relationship barometer 
between you and your 
children.” 



“We will look inward to get our 
needs met.” 

“We will treat our family better 
than our best friend.”



September, 2015





September, 2015



July, 2016







September, 2016



Schmidgall Family Portrait



Why?
✦ To have a purpose and destination bigger than our 

greatest achievements and deepest trials. 

✦ To become better citizens on earth and of 
Heaven. 

✦ To have fun together using goals, systems and 
habits to dream and then do. 

✦ To protect our time, reduce stress and cultivate 
lasting joy. 

✦ To not live a wasted life and someday receive the 
crown of life.



Our goals as parents
✦ We are not trying to raise good kids, we’re trying to 

raise kids who become great adults by instilling 
character traits that will inform future decisions. 

✦ We desire for each generation grab hold of their faith in 

Jesus Christ, make it their own, and unleash a unique, 

original, extraordinary, wonderfully untamed faith into 

the world!



Family Portrait Building Blocks

✦ Purpose, Vision, Values 

✦ Family Motto 

✦ Family Roles 

✦ Family Norms 

✦ Family Traditions 

✦ Family Goals



Every family is unique!
COLLECT MOMENTS NOT THINGS
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VALUES

Connection 

Adventure 

Kindness 

Encouragement

“We are trailblazers for Jesus.”

“Make it b
etter.”

MOTTO

(and tri
al bearer

s)

Missional families living out generational discipleship



Hebrews 10:24-25

“And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near.”



✦ We will spend lots of quality time together. 

✦ We will look inside the family to get our needs met. 

✦ We will choose our friends wisely. 

✦ We will make time to rest in the Lord.

Hebrews 10:25

Proverbs 13:20

Matthew 11:28-30

1 Timothy 5:8

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word,  that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,  
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17:20-21)

CONNECTION
“We will cherish deep healthy relationships.” (John 17:20-21)



✦ We will try new things and dream big! 

✦ We will create extra flair in the ordinary. 

✦ We will find a way where there is no way. 

✦ We will fight the great battles of the heart to live free!

ADVENTURE
“We will chase after God-inspired dreams.” (Mark 9:23)

And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can! All things are possible for one who believes.” (Mark 9:23)

Galatians 6:9

John 14:12

Psalm 118:24

Proverbs 4:23 John 8:36Romans 5:3



✦ We will speak words of life to overcome fear. 

✦ We will choose behaviors of love to overcome evil. 

✦ We will be curious not critical. 

✦ We will do strong kindness not fake niceness.

KINDNESS
“We will be tenderhearted in strength.” (Ephesians 4:32)

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)

Proverbs 27:5-6

\

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Ephesians 4:29 John 14:27

Romans 12:21

What verse?

Micah 6:8

Is it true? 
Is it kind? 

Is it necessary?



ENCOURAGEMENT
“We will be winsome people of hope!” (Hebrews 10:23)

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23)

✦ We will stir up sparks of light in others. 

✦ We will cheer each other on to finish well. 

✦ We will renew our minds in pursuit of wisdom. 

✦ We will find hope in Jesus and not in this world!
Hebrews 10:23

Proverbs 24:14

Matthew 5:16

1 Thessalonians 5:14

Romans 12:2

1 John 2:17

Philippians 3:14

Philippians 4:8-9

Courage encourages courage. 



SCHMIDGALL FAMILY 
HANDBOOK

“How we do family.”

Make it 
Better!



WORDS OF LIFE
Love as Jesus modeled.

Bold Biblical truth.

Loving honesty.

No blaming, shaming or complaining.

No gossip.

No negativity.

No profanity.

No ugly humor.

“Do not use harmful words in talking. Use only helpful words, the kind that build up and provide what is needed, 
so that what you say will do good to those who hear you.” (Ephesians 4:29)

Schmidgall Family Handbook

Is it true? 
Is it kind? 

Is it necessary?



Communication Keys

Schmidgall Family Handbook

Daily Conflict Resolution

Be present. We focus on behaviors and not the beautiful person.

Don’t interrupt. We do discomfort and name our feelings and motives.

Listen first, then repeat to understand. We give up the right to be offended because Jesus 
commands us to.

Ask good questions. We forgive quickly. We all mess up!

Tell the whole story. We find the win/win outcome.

Be trustworthy. Consensus with authority as an option.

No bad attitudes or hidden agendas. (This means mom and dad have final say.)



Family Norms
✦ We do hugs! A lot! 

✦ We read books! A lot! 

✦ We do smiles! Gratitude is a choice. (scowls will be addressed) 

✦ We treat each other better than our best friend. 

✦ We celebrate special moments and rights of passage. 

✦ We document our story for perspective and legacy.  

✦ We do goal setting and value good systems and habits. 

✦ We pick up after ourselves and do our part to serve our family. 

✦ We will view our career as a calling and work as worship. Jesus is our boss.

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Family Roles
Dad Mom

CEO -> Spiritual leader & visionary COO -> Harmony coach & operations

Husband Wife

Father Mother

Financial Provider Schedule keeper & task master

Big picture financial planner Business manager

Homeschool principal Homeschool teacher

“Fun box” champion “Cozy home” champion

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Daily Routines
Morning Routine 

✦ 7:OOAM devotions 

✦ Journal 

Bedtime Routine 

✦ Check the Heart 

✦ Priestly Blessing 

✦ Prayer

Numbers 6:24-26

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Meals

✦ Reflect on today 

✦ One good.  

✦ One bad. 

✦ Values example.



Weekly Encouragement

✦ Position of honor is bright placemat 

✦ One thing I’m grateful for about you. 

✦ One way God has gifted you.



Family Meeting

Weekly Questions 

✦ What went well in our family this week? 

✦ What went not so well in our family this week? 

✦ What do we want to work on this coming week?

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Family Meeting roles

Schmidgall Family Handbook

Role Description

Preacher Prayer and reads Bible

Teacher Picks a topic to teach

Fun Champion Picks and leads a fun activity

Sweet Tooth Picks and makes a dessert

Captain Clean Serves by picking up



Family Meeting board

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Family Meeting Fun!

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Family Meetings

This letter was from a family’s 
youngest child after their first 
family meeting.



Annual Traditions

✦ Birthday Interview 

Questions 

✦ Year-in-Review 

✦ Mom & Dad Vision Retreat

Schmidgall Family Handbook



Birthday Interviews







Ceremonies & Rights of Passage

✦ Baptism Ceremony (Bible Study with Dad) 

✦ Graduation trip

Schmidgall Family Handbook





Start a small family 
business to teach your 

kids how to do hard things.



Family Gifts Inventory

✦ What is ______ naturally gifted at? 

✦ What are ______'s interests and passions? 

✦ What is ______'s education and training? 

✦ What was ______'s favorite job or work experience? (or 

what do I want to be when I grow up?)

FOR EACH FAMILY MEMBER

Step 1



Whoever tells the best story shapes the culture.

















What is modeled is often practiced



“We are trailblazers for Jesus.”

Pathfinder Academy

OUR SCHOOL OUR BUSINESSES

Our goals for our graduates 
✦ Firm in Faith - identity in Christ 
✦ Problem-Solvers - resilient recoverers 
✦ Lifelong Learners - leaders are readers!

Our goals for our business 
✦ Creatively express our gifts 
✦ Help others find purpose and truth 
✦ Equip our children for the marketplace

(and tri
al bearer

s)

Purpose 
✦ Awaken the servants hearts within leaders 

and equip them to make a significant 
positive impact on the world.

Future family economies…

? ? ?

Missional families living out generational discipleship



Other Family Portrait’s  
“In Living Color”  

Examples
Each family is unique. Be creative!



Jeremy and Shana Duininck Family PURPOSE

Our purpose is to be a strong family team intent on serving others 
while giving all glory to God.  We desire to provide a life-giving 

atmosphere for our family to grow in the Biblical knowledge and 
understanding of living a purposeful life serving Christ with an 

eternal perspective.



Family Values

ACT JUSTLY. 

LOVE MERCY. 

WALK HUMBLY. 

ENJOY LIFE.

Jeremy and Shana Duininck

“And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with your God.” 
Micah 6:8



Family Values

ACT JUSTLY. 

LOVE MERCY. 

WALK HUMBLY. 

ENJOY LIFE.

Jeremy and Shana Duininck

“And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with your God.” 
Micah 6:8



Act Justly
the courage to act in a way that demonstrates our love for God and each other

• We will do what is right even when it is difficult or goes unnoticed.


• We will be truthful with each other and loyal towards family confidentiality.


• We will accept responsibility for our actions.



Love Mercy
having kind and compassionate hearts towards each other

• We will think of others first and ourselves second.


• We will be enthusiastic team members always cheering each other on.


• We will be slow to speak and quick to listen.



Walk humbly
maturing in our relationship with the Lord and with others

• We will be active in our personal relationship with the Lord through Bible 
study and prayer.


• We will understand that all we are and have belongs to our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ


• We will understand and teach that life is not about us.


• We are stewards, not owners, of the things we have



Enjoy life

• We will be committed to making and recording lifelong family memories.


• We will enjoy a sense of humor with each other, laughing often.


• We will take family vacations together often.


• We will love and cherish time at home with each other.



Family Norms and Ground Rules
Jeremy & Shana Duininck

• We will be active participants in our church.


• We will initiate relationships with missionaries and mission-minded 
organizations.


• We will pursue high performance in education.


• We will actively participate in household responsibilities.


• We will not be afraid to challenge ourselves with new experiences.



One-on-One Meetings with Adult Children

Three Questions 

1. What is God speaking to you?


2. What are you reading or listening to?


3. How can I be praying for you specifically? 

“I don't want to be a coach or a dad.  
I just want to be a listener to hear what's in your heart.” 

Terry Lijewski



Marriage Charter

What are our roles? 

What are our values? 

What are our commitments?

“The document is great, but the process of 
creating it was even better.” 

Joe Salo



Annual Family Meeting

Agenda includes: 

• Family Charter review


• Flint LLC Fund review


• Values-based Giving debate

“Each family member will pursue their own paths for 
enriching the lives of others.” 

Greg Flint



Small Group Breakouts

Small Group Discussions 

• What are some ways you are applying the model in your family?


• What “aha!” moments are you most excited about?


• What areas would you like us to explore more in future sessions?


Large Group Discussion 

• One person from each group shares what resonated most

The Model
Family Edition



4-week Date Night Guide & Devotional

Each week includes: 
• A short devotional thought 
• Guided questions for meaningful conversation 
• A simple activity to complete together 
• A prayer prompt 
• A small step to take during the following week

Starting Your Family Portrait



FAMILY VISION BOOKS


